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POLLOWING TELEGRAM CAN THO 220 SENT ACTION SAIGON APRIL 17 
BEING REPEATED TO YOU, QUOTE: 
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SUBJECT: MORALE IMPROVED IN MR4 

1 . MORALE OP POPULATION AND MILITARY IN MR4 HAS STIPPENED 
WITHIN PAST WEEK. PEOPLE ARE BEGINNING TO ACCEPT FACT THAT 
THERE IS NOW NOWHERE TO RUN TO AND ONLY HOPE OF AVOIDING VC 
TAKEOVER IS TO STAND AND FIGHT. FORMER CHIEF OF STAFF OF 
ARVN 2 1 ST DIVISION TOLD ME THERE HAS BEEN PERCEPTIBLE IMPROVE- 
MENT IN PERPORMANCE OP ARVN TROOPS AS HARSH REALITIES OP 
SITUATION PACING COUNTRY BECOME CLEAR TO THEM. MOST OPPICERS 
WITH WHOM WE HAVE DISCUSSED QUESTION OP TROOP MORALE HAVE 
INDICATED SURPRISING IMPROVEMENT POLLOWING LOW POINT AFTER 
NEWS OP COLLAPSE IN NORTH. 2 1 ST DIV COMMANDER SAID TODAY MORALE 
OP HIS TROOPS IS HIGH. 

2. CATHOLIC BISHOP OP CAN THO, NGUYEN NGOC QUANG, IN 
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COMMUNICANTS TO REMAIN CALM IN PLACE AND NOT TO FLEE UNDER ANY 
CIRCUMSTANCES. SAID CLERGY WOULD REMAIN WITH THEM. 

UNDERSTAND LOCAL BUDDHIST LEADERS ARE QUIETLY GIVING SIMILAR 
ADVICE TO THEIR FLOCK. 

MCNAMARA UNQUOTE 
MARTIN 
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